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Planning Your Home Office

cronding 1 one recent sacistic. 20 milion Amencans ase now working from
bsemse 8t least part of the thime, Ofren & s 8 foced opEion. dise to reductiom i
workforee ﬂ:,muﬁlun.{ carporare Amenca. Chher pmes it s a froely cluien
Ax[rIr o (lsose who either want to g thesr own imall businesses or have & pilu ak
home 1o finish up whatever work dhey dudnt ger 1o during the day
Warking at home is sl 4 wrlcome option for many who wah o wick amund the
howse more to share in domesic chores, 1o save wear and vear on the car (and wve money
on gax), of e to catch up on 8 linle deep every once i 3 while
Some people alrcady have the space for 2 home office, the time w plan for o
crestion. snd & frw ides w go along wirh i, Ohthers dis mor. 5o, for oo fie Practical
department in Swhurian Fiex Magasine, we've
saked several bocal experts for advice on planning home offices. parsculady when the

Marters. 3 new and
need arises quickly and unexpocisdly.

Gind Stigi.
By Design Interiors, Upper Monicain

Onc of the first things you should do when con-
sudering 2 home officr s whae type of work you will be
doing there. Asc you just paving bills and doing codre-
spondence, o are you working Full time o wpport
yourself® Also, how much time will you be spending
there, and at what time of day! Answering these gues
vioms will likely lead you 1o your best location for the
huivme office

Dion't pick the locarion based solely on where you
think you may have the most room to work wich, bus
on where you will be the most productve. If you'se 2
stay-at-home parent snd meed to keep an oy on the
kads, the family room or kischen may be an ideal spoc
IF yous plan to be on 2 lot of conference calls, a thind
floor office or amic space could be ideal

Cmod e affwes are crewred by those who have
an eye for space planming. keen organcationsl shall,
and o true semee of what your needh aie fom the

ﬂiﬂdl‘w: nfl:nl-.h |i=nﬁn ansd ﬁua'[lild'l.ﬂ.i.[}'.

Robert Zebaida,
Majestic Interiors, Millbarn:

A bome office rally canmot be crested wich
shsaslugely no esoney st all. becawse even il vou alresdy
have the svailable space, carpeting, furnimure and com-
prater Euua v, you still peed o q:llrrlﬂ ot exvrs
phone of fax Enes.

You dony need o be akilled or l‘.'n.:].'ﬂt'l‘lﬁﬂd 13}
|.i:|.lﬁ.|1. bur vou do noesd o dank ll'ungl- 'I.‘hl'ﬂld'l.
Things to consider are which space in the hhoviase wald
e miost suirable for your seedi. how aften will the
officr be used, where do you want to place the fgmi-
riere, and how can YR make it comiomable.

I'm CITATNNE &0 affice in my o fivw. and the
Lt rhlng I dlic] was L ehie nosoim @ warm cobor, then
| ordered new carpeting, aho Ina warm wne, and then
| purchased 3 dark. mahigany desk, If you can spend
g Fittle money, it m well warth the effor. becnne yoi
wani the hoame afbicr 1o be imlﬁim‘ﬂﬂ*—
That. in sarn. will keep your sanicy in check. snd moss
Lkl i will help vou succeed.

Jacquie Germany,
Ninas Nuances, West Orange:

There are r#u.:ppm:hnmdﬂnglmnuh|
s home office. Fine, wentify the rmom you want o
s, Seart at the mest unused rosm in che bouse and
go from there. Sometimes ith just unmsed space o 3
reom that's being ased for samerhing else.

The second thing to do i w ook for fuminre in
youur house that you're not using, such as desks, chairs
and sofm, Maybe vou have o soom that's slesdy oo
crowded, of vou have old fuminre soned @ te ank,
of you have friends or family who are looking w g
rid of some old furmiture. &

Finally, sit down with % pencil snd a piece of
paper. Play around with ideas. Plan the moom the way
youl want . Draw squares and circles representing the
soans and the furnioure, You doa's peed o be an archi-
trct o do this. Look for the sres in the room where
there s the most Light, and arrange your desk around
that. Al be sware that dlectronic equipment, such
computers and primsers, shoubd be close 10 outlen. &




